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SIDE EVENT CONCEPT NOTE

Event title

Effects of the Invasion of Ukraine on the SDG Implementation in the UNECE Region
(EN/RU)

Background and Rationale

Within two years, progress on the SDGs has been slowed due to COVID-19. In 2022,
Russian Federation began an invasion of Ukraine, which affected progress on the SDGs in
the UNECE region even more. First of all, military actions affect the SDG implementation in
Ukraine, as the Russian Federation is destroying not only the infrastructure of Ukraine but
also affecting its economic situation and the loss of human capital. Nevertheless, the
progress on the SDG implementation has also stopped in Russia itself as shown in the civil
society report on the SDG implementation released in March 2023. Moreover, the effects of
the invasion impact the entire UNECE region and the world.

Session objectives and expected outcomes

At this event, experts from international organizations and civil society representatives from
Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus will discuss how the invasion of Ukraine influenced the SDG
implementation in the UNECE region and their countries, and what kind of joint actions could
end Russia's aggression against Ukraine and how the UNECE region could return to the
progress path to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

Organizers

Lead organizers: Coalition for Sustainable Development of Russia; Permanent Mission of the
United States of America; ECE-RCEM

Contributors: Ukraine War Environmental Consequences Work Group
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Agenda and Structure

13:00-13:05: Opening and Welcome

13:05-14:00: Panel discussion, key questions to be posed to each panelist to encourage
them

to share their story in an interactive way

14:00-14:45: Q&A and round for open contributions

14:45-14:50: Conclusions & thanks

List of Panellists

Oleksiy Vasyliuk, Ukraine War Environmental Consequences Work Group
Nelya Rakhimova, Coalition for Sustainable Development of Russia

Kristina Rikhter, Advisor on Legal Affairs to Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, Belarus
TBC, Permanent Mission of the United States of America

Moderation: Polina Sadovskaya, Program Director, Eurasia - PEN America

Sign-up / Registration Link

To join the event, please register using the following link.



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_G4M5CETKSVefdrPiJYfMEQ
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