
 
WSIS+20 Review 

Side Event of the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for 
UNECE Region 2025 

 

Date: 03.04.2024 from 09:00-09:40 
Location: UN Palais, H-Building (Room H.514) 
Zoom: https://itu.zoom.us/j/97054149156?pwd=Nqx2FQkVfQSEtKeEzao4wH8RHp6pkw.1 
 
 
The 2025 UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Development (RFSD) will focus on the theme ‘Advancing sustainable, inclusive, science- 
and evidence-based solutions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 
Sustainable Development Goals for leaving no one behind’. The Forum will take place ahead 
of the 2025 UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 

The UNECE annual intergovernmental forum aims to assess progress and exchange 
knowledge, best practices, and policy solutions to support the 2030 Agenda, in line with 
regional priorities.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fitu.zoom.us%2Fj%2F97054149156%3Fpwd%3DNqx2FQkVfQSEtKeEzao4wH8RHp6pkw.1&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.matasova%40itu.int%7Cede4cad1b95e42600aa908dd6bbfd987%7C23e464d704e64b87913c24bd89219fd3%7C0%7C0%7C638785193916875572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nnkX3gBWhVUPMOrjfO%2BNQ8W5L4GG6BTXfex2Ru5TeUE%3D&reserved=0


As a side event to the RFSD, a special session on the WSIS+20 Review will be held in a hybrid 
format. The event will be organized by the ITU and UNECE, with the support of the UN Digital 
Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia. 

In 2025, the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will undergo its 20-year review. 
Towards the WSIS+20 review, efforts have been made to establish a unified WSIS+20 review 
process involving all UN partners, including ITU, UNESCO, UNDP, UNCTAD, UN DESA, and 
UN CSTD. A series of important meetings and reviews will shape this process as outlined 
here. 

A major milestone in the WSIS+20 review will be the upcoming WSIS+20 High-Level Event 
2025, scheduled for July 7–11 2025 in Geneva, Switzerland. Co-hosted by ITU and the Swiss 
Confederation, in collaboration with more than 40 UN partners, this event will facilitate 
multistakeholder dialogue and drive action by assessing achievements, key trends, and 
challenges since the 2003 Geneva Plan of Action.  

The process will culminate in a high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 
December 2025, where a comprehensive review of the implementation of the WSIS 
outcomes will take place and chart the path forward for the information society. 

This side event on the WSIS+20 Review will provide the audience with a better understanding 
of the process and what is expected. Discussions will explore the evolving digital landscape, 
highlight key developments, and address emerging challenges to help shape the future of 
the information society. The outcomes of this event will serve as inputs for subsequent 
cooperation with countries and discussions and initiatives supporting the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Setting the Context and Moderation:  

- Jaroslaw Ponder, Head of the ITU Office for Europe  
 

Speakers:  
- Gitanjali Sah, Strategy and Policy Coordinator, ITU 
- Peter Major, Vice Chair, United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for 

Development (CSTD) 
- Elisabeth Türk, Director, Economic Cooperation and Trade Division (ECTD) at 

UNECE  TBC 
 
 
 

https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2025/Home/About

